THE  RACE  £OR TH£  GUADAHkAMA PASSES
Cisneros in Spanish West Africa, who took the heroic
resolution to escape, and who managed to make their way
to Lisbon In a tiny lobster boat, with scanty provisions
and hardly any water. He was prominent in the secret
staff work which preceded the military rising, and was
given the command of the column of infantry and militia
which was to capture this pass and prevent the Reds
under Mangada from advancing along the roads to Avila
and Burgos and, especially, along the Corunna road,
which is the key to the heart of Old Castile.
Moving oS with eight hundred lorries and motor
vehicles, carrying a hastily mobilised force of artillery and
infantry, lie fought his way past the Red advance posts
outside Villacastm and at the little town of Venta San
Rafael, at the foot of the pass where the road crosses the
mountain range, past the pedestal with the Lion of the
Kingdom of Leon, at an altitude of 4,500 feet.
The Reds were stationed in force at the top of the
mountain, with artillery and machine-guns, and from
Venta San Rafael the road winds up and up in a series of
hairpin turns. General Serrador decided that the only
tactics to adopt were rush tactics, and that were he to
disembark his men and send them up the mountain
road on foot, they would never get there. So, echeloning
his motor-lorries while he sent cavalry from the historic
Farnese Regiment to make a detour and guard his flanks,
he rushed his motor transport up the road. Shells and
machine-gun fire began to rain down. The General himself
drove in an open car, so that he could effectively command
the whole column. Lorry after lorry was put out of action
and men killed and wounded Those who were uninjured
were ordered to pile into the nearest moving vehicle, to
hang on somehow or other, but to keep going. And those
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